ores on. W-:.-; 


* 


HE remaining Sermons for this Year will 

be Preach'd at St: Martins, the Firſt Mo- 

days of February , March, April, May, September, 
Oftober, and November, 
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Divine Revelation. . 


ON 


St. Martins in the Fields, Jan, 7.1 697, ; 
"A T2T.108 


{Beginning of the Le cTure 
1] For the Enſuing Y &« a 
[| . Founded by the Honourable | - 


ROBERT BOYLE, Eſquire. 


By JOAN WILLIAMS, D. D. 
Chaplain i in Ordinary to His Majeſty, 
LONDON): 
Printed for Ric. Chilwell, at the Roſe and Crown in St. Pat's 
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Most Fd*d tr; A 
porn your Generous Eledion: 


 entred 1h Tear upon the Lecture 
PU by the Honourable R 0- 
bert Bolt le, , Great Encourager of Pie- 
4 aud ro , it no me. in Obedt- 


ence 
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Ly a with [nt =o IF 
: former I ſhall all'a eep inwmy ey8, 'and 
8 tbe latter T7 ſhall not _ as. fawy ix | 
$ me lies: But whatever Defefts your Bet 
BE ter Bax. ang ſhall oy througbout "theſe |} 
E  -- lures, 1 hope the ſame Goodneſt | 

#bat ray on rſpoſed you to "place mein this Sphane, 
will incline you to overlook; and. to acct 


.of the Sincere Endeavours of, ' 


Mosr Honevnio, Ys 


Your moſt Faithful and 
Humble Servant, 


Jonn Wiittinw | 
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- 1 Natural is what we have ſpringing *up with 
.bur Faculties, or what we attain by Natural 
means, by Sight, Obſervation, and Experience, 
by Tradition { which is the Hiſtory of 'others 
| Knowledge and Experience); and laſtly, by 
Reaſon and Argument, deducing Effetts from 


Frame of the World, by the Series, Order; and 


Fad. who at ſundry times , and in divers 
by the- Prophets, hath. in 


WOE HER E. are Two ways 

PVBEz2 by which Mankind may at- 
LESS tain to the Knowledge of 

Divine Things ; 'name- 

Aga ly., Natural or Superna- ., 

- <. ME cural; | j cd 


- 


their proper Cauſes, 'or finding out the Cauſe 
by its Effects: As for inſtance ; Thus: we come 
to the Knowledge of God by obſerving-the 


Courſe 


"Courſe of Thin which could = =] | 
- out ſome Cauſe to proquce thep, and that Cauſe 
-no "ioſe than One —_— Pow 
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in 5 as < make the F ower and 
Chaireſt part of the Viſible Creation, the mol 


* Mara If, thexe, "gs no Capacity dn t | 
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nfe heſe, ar6.as Natural.toz 
Real Ta, gas 6 Odo | 
hx we de on the.reports of Senſe; and 
are therefore deſervedly aenued Banchoy 3, 
\-Nacural,R 


h .ox.weaker,, according tothe 
on one a Tan 
. cording to the opportunities and means he J 

.:of. Iaformation. And therefore 3 a Phi oy 
.hat ſets himſelf, to enguireinto the Myſteries of 
.-Natyge, and tq obſerve the Curioſity Yo Order go 
..Beauty.of irs Fabrick, may, .in. as 
. golds to be, more. confirmed in Rake Be o 
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0d, and more diſpoſed to Serve and Adore 
him, than he that is ignorant; as he that under- 
fands Painting or Carving, can more obſerve 


J id applaud the Ingenuity and Skill of the 


iſt, chan he that is unacquainced with ic. 
"Bur afcer all, ſo much is the Subje& above 
our reach,” and ſo dark and intricate are all our 
eaſonings upon it, that the Sageſt Philoſopher, 
itthe concluſion, is left as unſatisfied as the 
meaneRt Peaſant ; and perhaps more unſatisfied 
with bis Knowledge, 'and the deep and un- 
fachomable Abyſs: he ſees before him, than the 
otheris with his Ignorance ; ſo far making good 
what Solomon obſerves, He that increaſeth knowledge, 
wereaſeth ſorrow, Ecclel. 1. 18. 
| © $6 that there needs ſome brighter Light than 
that of Nature, to condu& us to Happineſs, and 
bring us to a compleat and entire Satisfa&tion ; 
and chat is a Supernatural Knowledge, 
kdge that is not to be obtained by the ways 
tforeſaid, by Enquiry and Obſervation, but by 
ation and Revelation from Almighty 
And this is the SubjeCt of the Text. 
© God who at ſundry times, and m divers manners, 
ſpuke in time paſt by the Prophets, hath in theſe laff 
ays-ſpoken unto-ns by bis Son. 
" B ia 


a Know- - 
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- 3- 1A; Delctptien, given; ; of. Rexelation, 4 7 
God.s ſproking tothe; Fathers, &c../ that is, it. x 
God's.deliyering his Mindco Mankind by Per- 


ſons choſen for. that purpole, and peculiarly ee 


far ic by laſpiratien. Such were.the $84.4 


in.time paſt, and the Son-in he laſt days. 
-2.. Thecertainry of it; it is by way of De- 


claration, God anho at ſundry times, andin divers may. 
ners, {poke , &&c. The, Apoſtle takes this for 


granted, a6 having been ſufficiently proved, and 
{o needs no farther confirmation. - So. it was in 
bias, paſt, when God. ſpoke hy the Prophets ; and (@ 
Len gh Lode Ge Pepin. 
Go which at t to en by the Lord, 
Pr ware faich our Apolile, confirmed unto us by 
thew that, heard 1him : God .alſo hearing them witneſ; 
bath with and wonders, and _ divers miracle 
aud gifts 0 the Holy-Ghaſt, Chap. 2. 3, 4- 
And therefaze as Moſes did « not think himſelf 
obliged a the emrance into his Divine Work, to 
prove there is.2 God, and that God made the 


World, when there is ſuch an inbred knowledge 


. of a Deity implanted in human Nature, and 
fuch-dlear.and undoubred evidences of it through- 
our the Univerſe; but ſuppoles and aſſerts it, b 
the beginning God created the beavenand the earth : = 
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4 = after fach manifeſt proofs of the Ditine 
if ' authority of borh the Propherical and Evan- 

by gelical Revelation, the "Apoſtle wonld' nor fo 

y h as ſuppoſe any doubt in theminds of thoſe 
” © jewrotero ; but begins his Epiffle, with a cer- 

Tv at Majeſty becoming an Inſpired Author, God 

wo at fundry tnnes, 8c. 

. The Order obſerved in delivering that Re- 
ation , It was at fandry times , and itt divers 
Manners. 

At ſundry times, rrupep2;, Or In fevirdt parts; 
which may refer either to che feyeral Ages'and 
| iods, V2. The Parriarchal,: Moſzical , and 
ophe ical ; or to the ſeveral ManifcRarions' 'of 
.vine Revelation through thoſe Ages and Pe» 
 tods; from the firſt Embryo of it in 5 Aion, 'w 
K&cloſcof it in Fobn the Baptiſt ; in wham the 
the paſt ended, and the loft diys began: © 

Ih divers manners, mMulegm, — to the 
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manifold ways the Divine Spirit th e fit to 
communicate ic ſelf; whether by” Mapſes on 
the * Perſons Inſpired, or by Rapuyes, Vt 


7 , Voices, Ec. 

The Petfe&ion — eden of Divine 
debelation; God hath im theſe iy je by Vis 
Sn. So chat what was ef and at fundry 


limes, delivered in time paſt to the Prophets, was at 
; p1 Once 
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Once. =intirely and perfectly Revealed by che. Fo bo 
of God, whom he bath appointed beir 0 oy lens 

Under che Firlt of thele I ſhall-\ 

- 3. What we mean by Brain, - 

2. The poſſibility of God's Revealing himſelf 
ſo to the Creature, that the Creature ſhall cer. 
tainly and evidently know that it is God thax 
ſpeaketh. 

3. The Expediency, Uſefulneſs, and Neceſ- 
fity of a Revelation, with reſpect tro the Cir 


cumſtances Mankind are in, 
Under the Second I ſhall ſhew, .. ,, 
x. That as it's pollible for Gaqto Reveal him- 

{lf, and Expedient and N for man that 


there ſhould bea Revelation ; ſo God has ate: 
ally thus Revealed himſelf at fwndry times, and.in 
divers manners by the Prophets, through the ſeveral 
Periods before ſpoken of, and in the laft days by 
his Son. 
._ 2. I ſhall conſider the difference between 1 
xeal and pretended Revelation, and how we 
may diſtinguiſh the true fromthe falſe. | 
. I ſhall ſhew, that the Scriptures ef the Old 
and New Teſtament contain, the matter of Di- 


vine Revelation, and have upon them the Char 


xacters belonging to ir.. 


Under 
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*" Neceſſry of Divine Revelation. 

n | Under the Third, 

4, Hhall conſider the ſeveralways by which . 
God did Reveal himſelf in times paſt by the Pros 

 Þ jets, a5 by INMapfes, Inſpirations, Viſtons, exc. 

if I '*2; I fhall endeavour to ſhew the difference 

keeween Divine Inſpirations, and Diabolical 

uz | Hoſions, Natural Imprefſions, and Deluſory Ima- 


ginations. | Fs 
. 8 + 3. 1 ſhall conſider the ſeveral Periods before 


he Law, under the Law, and under the Goſpel ; 
| 2nd the gradual progreſs of Revelation from firſt 
laſt, -from the lower to the higher degree, 
and the perpetual reſpe& one had to-the other. 
*.4. 1 ſhall confider why God did-thus gradu- 
dly, and ar. ſundry times, proceed in Revealing 
his Will to Mankind ; and why he did nova the: 
frft Communicate his Will to them as fully, and- 
pefectly, as he did in the laſt days by his Son. 
"'Under the Fourth, 
-tfhallſhew the PerfeRion of: the Goſpel-Re-' 
velation, and that there- is not tobe any other) 
Revelation-till the End:cometh: when our- Lord 
ſhull be revealed from beaven, and ſhall deliver upthe: 
Kingdom fo the F, adber . \ 
[ have choſen-thuis ationce to Jay im Order the: 

Theme of what I intend '(God-granting Life- 


| 2d Aſliſtance ) to purſue; that ſo the depend-- 
ance: 


o 


I 
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ance of one upon another , and | the afitance 
each Point gives to the other throughout the 
whole, might be the better obſerved. 

E. 1 am to begin with Revelation. 

r. Where Famto conſider, What we mean 
by Revelation ; which is nothing elſe in the 
firſt Notion, bur the making known that which 
before was a ſecret , ſo things revealed and ſecret, 
are oppoſed, Deut. —_ 29. 

And wher-it's applied: to a —_— uſe, it's 
God' s' making known Himſelf, or his Will, to 
Mankind, over and above whac he: bas made 
known by the 66 Nature and Reaſon, 

-Here' we 'may- obſerve, that there are Tee 
Claſſes, i mo whichwhatever:is the Object of or 
Kn e may be reduced, - + 

7. E &of pure and Gmple Na 
ture, and knowable by the Light of -ic, without 
Revelation ; of this kind is. the Knowledge'of 
God by the Effects of a Divine Power and Wil- 
dom ir the: world ( as has becn ſhewed) 
which: the Apoſtle- treats, Row: 1. 20, The in 
viſible things a gs , fromthe creation: of the world are 
clearly ſeen, being underſtood by.-the: things that are 
male; pag Fear, B Pawer and Godbead, 

2. Therearc tliings of pure and firm ole. Re- 
velation thatare: -NOt hmpumble by the Light of 


Nacure, 


he ray! 


offs 
x 
N 


i 


SY * i 


—_— 0; ROT Of FO W_ ddd Fw" ts _ I ” , 5 -% —_— P 
4 2 6. 48 LN nd * 2 wy LEY 7 ay wy DOLCE > VE n »> A ; 7+ ly. << ER, +c LIT 6 
4.5 Wo wy >. n % ? = = 
e250 849 _ wy 
yo” > a. FS - 5 Aa + A YC 3 ES &: 2% by *s - = ® +. Vwps 
MN. £S , , q . * =”? Py 
. - S | - 2 
4— "WM = : * , * LE 
- % _ 

w_— 


Nature, bur only by Revelation ; and if. nor 
Revealed, are never 1n this fate (atleaſt ) to be 


| known or found out by Mankind ; of this ſore 


i the Salvation of che World by Jeſus: Chriſt, 
which was not diſcoverable by Mca or Angels; 
fothe Apoſtle deſcribes the Myſtery of ic, Hphe/. 
4.9, 10. Which from the beginning of the world bath 
been hid in God, to the intent thatnioW anto the 
hrincipalities aud powers in heavenly places, might be 
bh by the Church the manifold Wi{doms of: Gad.. So 
1 Pet. 1. 12, 47 

' 3+. There are things partly of Nature , and 
partly of Revelation, difcoverable by the Light 
of Nature, but imperfe&tly, which we /ee,.as it 
mere, through a glaſs darkly; and ſo they. need 


| Revelation to give them farther Proof. and. Evi- 


UMI 


ence ; of this the Apoſtle gives an inſtaace, 
1 Tim, 1. 10. when he faith our Saviour broyght 


life and immortality to light through the Goſpel . 
peri @., making it as evident as the Light ; 
Fhereas before it was rather wiſhed far,than cex- 
tain, as was the caſe of the Heathens; -or much 
nyolv'd in Types, as among the Jews , Hdcb. 
3, &c. So that Revelation, of which ſonc 
cever it is, is Supernatural, and is only. tram 
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2. I ſhall ſhew the Poſlibility of a Revelati- 

on, and that Almighty God, . if he fo pleaſes, 
can ſo Reveal himſelf ro the Creature, that the 
Creature ſhall certainly and evidently know 
that the Revelation comes from God. 


This one would reaſonably think ſhould need 


no proof; and I ſhall therefore briefly couch 
upon it, thay Imay proceed to the Third, which 
I principally intend to make the. Subject of this 
preſent Diſcourſe. | 

I fay it's poſſible for God to Reveal himſelf to 
his Creatures, 

(1.) Why ſhould this be: queſtioned, when 


we every day ſee men mutually diſcover their 


Minds each to other;and by the uſe and direQion 
of certain Organical Powers, ſignify their [nter- 
tions, Deſires, and Commands ? And why may 
not the Creator Reveal his Will co the Creature, 
, "when one Creature thus can do it to another? 
(2.) Why ſhould this be queſtioned, when 
we may by certain Evidences know that a per- 
ſon is ſent from God ? And then certainly the 
-perſon that produces ſuch Evidences as are tothe 
ſatisfaQtion of others, may himſelf be ſacisfied 
-of 'the truth of his own Commiſſion, and the 
certainty of a Divine Revelation. The former, 
that others may be ſatisfied concerning a —_ 
om 


aies-; and fuck: Feawagr wks ale —dte 
| God, in man; could do, as Miracles. Where 
tele are, they areas evident Proofs of aReve- 
 Jnion and Mitſion from God, as the-works of 
Creation are a Proof a Divine Agent. The works 
fCtcation prove a God, becauſe they are wor- 

of: ſich ary lnfaniee; Gaye, ne. FRAC.RGNe 


ack things ave ſcored, which none but an 


Moy omen and in nonfat 
Mncy ur God to. gia Revelation to 
an; or chat there is an incapacityio manctare-. 
wive it. -But bow can-God's Power hereinbes 
queſtioned that he can ehus on the Sonh, 
when he both Created it, and is thoroughly as 
inted with all the ſecxer tprings af Motion, 
the tendencies and* inclinations, all the 
fam hts and deſtresof ir, and conſequently muſt 
ſuppoſed to have a Power of directing ic as he 
C pleaſes ? 


pleales? ad how wr ckgos. | 
_. ; When as ts the-maiter he. 

_  criveit;-ant deliver it! as he xeceived; and ug 
ro-tho'manner, it's ina way Tuitableto his. Faculs 


incapariy 


_ which-is © as the, gy 


mon-chan wv have Sm Places where they 


were wont to conſult their- Deities, as: welt 4 
rhe Jraw had theirs 3A Subjett Iam nagar 
reſent iconcemed:. mv, buy it's ſullkcienrias 
ſhevw what: has- betn- the ſenſe of all 
in this: caſe: And which evert thoſe - 


while they Ws grey ws pg to it, if not 

_ a branch I mean Prophecy ; which when 

it falls noe within the Power of any Natural 

Cauſes, is thegrodu@of whatis Supernacural, 

and what the muſt then receive from # 
higher hand, God. 

Grant this, and the whole will follow ; forih 


one and the ſame labnice Power. 


z 1 


cancbogh/ug 


"Phis'ts a-rmatter ſo evident chewiie be low | 


would calt-chis in queſtion, in/part conſent: wy 


ie be pollible i in one caſe, it's poſlible in all t0- 
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ties, -and'is therefore eall*&here, God's fproking i 
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W Hit Contr | 
wk; and Neteffity of a Revelation; for thar is 
ie ſuppoſed, *when it's faid ; | Goll ſpake in tre 


Wilts of the world to that tine: 
"Row Revelation is a"theans extravtditnary (is 
been flrewed ) andconſequently ſuch'as the 

Ware, ſuch muſt the caſe be, extraordinary ; 
by Goc tot doingany'thing'ia vain, catrnot'b: 

 fippbſed to uſe extraordinary means, ' where the 
We is ordinary , and Thay'as well be ſerved by 

dinar' y means. © Thus itisin pens mnmeo 


” | pn ye rent pip, 
Efature, Supernaturil and Excraordinary; arid 
| nertly. where = rig God takes that 


ls fork it, and cilakos it © expedient arid DB 
h . Asir was with Alan at his firſt Creation, 
per to' himſelf, and the 
worl trito, withotic 
fme-fercher Kind of. Ifrahire, inftead of Fl 
fltfure he might have _ in viewing the'glo- 


TiOUs 


rn q—oY . 


#5 "and in eſe ff gr; ther in, rom the be- 


rious: Fabrik of Fake Ls, . and the variety 0 
Creatures in the Earth, muſt haye been. full, 
 Amazement. and Confuſ 10n. .. For.in ſo widen 
Scene as was before him, Whete mult he begin. 
or. where could, he. hope, to:end? Hoyy , x & % 
.mauſt he bean his own Mind?What a cold. anddry 
Speculation would it have been; if hehad hit yp 
on, jt, to _ concluded , with that Mode 


» Cogitgo. ergo Jum; 7 think, chewy 
Lond. | 
He indeed fels himſelf to be, but how. ils 


to be, he knew nor; for he aw nochiog abait ? 
him..chat could cicher be ſuppoſed to bavegites 
hiv goes Being,ox.could tell him how.he camely 


_ He ſaw, he had. a Body, and a_ Body thy 
leq ioully, moved, as he plealed co direcand 
;. but what,thar. Body wes © originally 

he could ngt pollibly tell : For hay 

ofc ſuch, wartn, ſofc, ad a 


limber, and well-complexioned matter of wen 
þ< Body: conſiſted , .thould be. formed outof 
-moyglels, crumbling, and ſhapeleſs Eanh? 
-He. Felchis, Body.move, and pliable in all.iv 
"motions ta his Will a as Thought = 
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ber? ew 3 ty igent Reing, 
as ix. gave Lighttogll, ſoir was Rerr 

. Andwheathagrl]t, : he.knew Ar EG 
F"! ed in ep perpetual Parkaeſs. © Abs __ 
{et Stupidneſs began - ſeize _ ——o A 
k 33 
Þk was fora rodubraye nt tothe 21 are of 


n t it Was;£9, 
ba w.notbut Ale mov cp hy 


te «cher "na oe; II 
jcolty'of Elocarn iemebc ren of: oh 


"Die ls” Slain "ui '2t hi firſt ; and 6 


forthwith | knew whom 'it was that he ware 


own asthe Aurhor of his Being, andof whathis 


Body was made, ind by what means an Intell 


gent 
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þ rn tay kna feds bone ; od han 20 
we Names to'th& Creatures ſgicible-10- their 
Mater es, Gon. 3: 5 
F 97 | OW the SAL ſuch an Inſpiration to 
a op belox {£0 him. alone; 
Md have ie Weomaite ye of i6-fek 
: 's Poſterity Y, if he - they had ſtood 
continued: in a ſtate of Prinogenial-Iano: 
cane 7 or wherhet there would, ir thofe: Cir- 
amftances, have-been any - need of a Superna» 
tra "Inſpiration after the Revelation; made to 
Min, from whonv they right: have Infallibly 
'ebived'ic'} no more coneenns us, than it'd 
Fhnbw how Maiikind would then have been 
voſed of ' when they were not to: Dye, bur 
fhave ſubfiſted in the:lame Stare; Body and 
Soul inſeparably Unired:: Thoſe are among the- 
futet things which belong. unto God; but things re- 
willed belong: unto us. * 
We muſt: cherefore alter the Scene, and con« 
fer Mankind in a State of Imperfe&tion and* 


Depravarion ; and there we ſhall find Revela- 
tion: 


JMI 


eſſary as a remedy aaa 
"which: 5 without. it , would © 
; As with reſpe&to the Con; {5 
forma rr reaſon of Guilt; The Dix. Þ-/ 
-ger-he was infrom hisEnemy, The. = 
Malicious Serpent ;" The Ruin: that; thre 

| him fromthe impotency-and diſorder he. 

4n his Faculties; whict'like a Diſlocation inte 
Linybs,”though «fit inthemſelvesfor Action, yet i 
bejag removed aut-of their Sockets-are nat © 
your of diſcharging! their Tunes, to 


This being the State of Pallet Man, hs 
wig need of a Superventent Revelation; to-reeo, iN 
ver him, as' welt as ic was the dererminacios of " 
the Divine-Goodneſs to deſign it. : +. 
- [Thege was neagot Sidraaehoudla and 
the ſenle of his Apoſtacy -and the Guiltbe'had 
contracted, to prevent his; ir-: To fortify 


him againſt the. of 'his inſolent and þ 
umphant Advetſary, aod: to aid him under his 
contracted diſability, for preventing, his Diſcou- 
w 7 apr And rocaution him againſt the (ad 

es of his Depravation, or the falling intoa N 
repetition of a new difobedience, forpreveiiting C | 
his Preſi Um peiom! 


For 


- 2 


I ——_ c— —_ - - | | a" a — ; — IEP wn nn — ; —_— 
2 ; : | on ko 
** Neceſſity. of Divine: Revelation. 19 


; D For theſe Reaſons Almighty God fo ſoon-inter- 
B poſed in the Garden by a-new Revelation of 
Himſelf, and Inſtructed himin his gracious deſign 
- 0 reſtore him to. Favour, and in.the method. he 
.yyould obſerve for that purpoſe jinwhac he ſaith co 
«the Serpent, Gen, 3 15. 1will put enmity between thee 
| andtherwoman, and between thy ſeed and her ſeed: it 
foul bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel. 


——_—_— 


+ F and not 'have been tranſmitted to 


#:For beſides the-ftate of Guile, which- muſt 
equally: have invaded them-as it didhim, and 
whar Conſcience in them could no morequictly 
"geſt; chan in _ there were ſeveral diſad- 
D van- 


4 '.*Thus the Goſpel'was Preached to 4dam, who 
| was the firſt Propher to whom the Myſtery of 
. & Salvation was revealed ; to which thole places 
inthe New Teſtament ſeem to refer, Luke 1. 70. 
« 4 be ſpakeby the mouth of _ bis holy Prophets: fince -the 
. | world began; dn aiar&,, from the beginning , 6 
| ts 3. 21, | 
\ | ©: This was the caſe of Adam, and the exigence 
. © he would have been in, withour this immediace 
Fn | and comfortable Revelation. | 
| And; the Condition ' of: his Polterity would 
Q : have been worſethan his, without a Revelation ; 
, & fad-rhis Revelation: died with this: their Pro- 
| 
| 
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ID REI andre, which hee 
- As th we canfder 4dem ing/bare State of: Mas iN. 
—_ ( without any: Superaawmral provilien )-be - |} - 
had this adventage 2bove:his Pplterity, that bes. - 
ivg Created.ita lull Age; he'was free from. all || 
prepoſietionanf Seafe or Education; and in the 
firſt monaensaf bis Being, - bad: his Realon clear = 
in the fountain of x, like the Sunin its Mezidian 
Glory ;-a0d allthis Eacnl ties biright, and as wipe i 
© 0606/996 Gideon ang RefteQton, aghis | 
was for Aion. . | 
Bur bjs. Pg, growing up fone thei In- 
fancy am alble Objects, . from; thence 
ay G 1a: ineer courſe of Nature): have'te- 
ceived all their Information ; and by. ſlow de 
srees from things Viltble, muſt have a w 
themſelves into rn bo Belief of things: lavi 
and from the Effets.of a.Supreme:Caula;: to he 
Supreme Cayſe-ic ſelf; which in the. Apoſte's 
Wards, 417.27, would be to-/cek the Lord, if 
haplythey mat fer afher him, Spar os as] men 
blundering in the dark Jon? find 
- In ſuchdanger would the | Princi- 
ples. of Mamral Religion have been, .if there 
had-beeano Revelation to prevedt it : And this 
was the reaſon of ſuch a proviſion by Inſpired 
Polons, to- preſerve thoſe Principles _—_—_ 
Cc; 
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af the -puinber of whom 4b igactounted, 


| i Matefire alled'a Proplive; Enuke 1.50: and 
 Eiteh, Jude 14. and Noah 2 Pers 2.5. 


- Bat now as the Rays of the Sun; the farther 


*M = are projected gp? weaker and weaker ; 


fir was inthe Jervations "of theſe- Principles, 


which loſt very much of their primitive laftre; 


ahd notwithſtanding the certainty of the evi- 
dence, | the oredibilicy and © anthority- of -thole 


"Holy Phtriarchs; © Vice, like x"deluge,” broke in 


upon the' world, 1d chat every imagination 'of the 


 Boughts of their hearts ( yenerally ſpeaking) 'was 


only evil continually, Gert. '6:; + 
Andif now when thirewits Revelation, and 


« Revelation ſeconded by the Authority of ſuch 
Eminent Perſons, the World ſd ſoon grew: /Cor- 


- mapted, What would icriot have been, * if there 


kid been no ſuch Revelation, -or no ſach Cura» 


tors of it ? 
*': And this the World was foon ſenſible of 'afcer 


the Flood ; for norwithftariding ſolate and afto- 


" tifhingan inſtanceof: the Divine Vengeance, yet 


intheir ſeveral Diſpetſions, for want of a Reve- 
Inion, they loft the feaſt of therrue and” great 
Privciples of Religion ; ' forhe; as the 'Chaldeans, 


rag it into -a vain Inquiry into the Influen- 


f-che Heavenly Bodies ; others placing 


D 2 their 
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their Religion ir; ridjculops and opprobtious $q- - WW 
perſtitions _ the: $ ans; i others-;pleafing: yo" 
themſelves in nice Dypurations, and the Yanity WV 
of new-diſcovered; Deities: and Religions ;; as - WW 
the Greeks: And allafting in Diviae-matters,- 45 
if they. were in envicebls Labnvnts, being ' I 1G 
diſtracted, and eternally divided about the Ori- 
gine of”the World, whether it were Erernal, os = * 
Accidental, or the Produtof a Diving: Power; WW" 
about the Origine of 'Evil.zij abour-che Govern | * 
ment of the World, whether it be by-differen W* 
Deities,,Good or Evil;.or whether by none, bue I" 
be wholly Aged by the levity of Chance, or - I! 
the immutable-Law of Deſtiny. and Fate, | 
So. that in procels..af time the World wa 

brought inco.the condition of Elymas, As. 13. 8, 
11.1 that once had the adyantage and' pleaſure of 
Sight, butupon the oppoſicion made to St. Paul, 
immediately there fell on bim a miſt and a darkneſs, that 
he went about: ſeeking ſome to lead himby.the hand, Too 
cloſe a Repreſentation of the condition of Maite 
kind in that Degenerate. State, who becauſe that 
when. they knew God, theyglorified him not, as God -=-+ 
but became Vai in their imaginations ; their: fooliſhheort | 
was darkned, Rom. 1. 21. Of which darkneſs and 
confuſion in matters: of the greateſt importance, 
the World,the Commonalty as.well as the Philo- Fi 

| wo 


: * 
WE: 


# 


by 


[8 


+ hp to! chem what they. did: know- bur imper- 


© Of which 1 ſhall offer. ſome-undeniable In- 


© They univerſally: complained of the loſe 
they were at, and of the inſufficiency of all their 
- Bfaxims and Principles; of all their - Enquiries 
- BudSpeculations, to give them any tolerable (a- 
wattion ; ſo that they were in nothing. more 


divided, than about what Happineſs is, as 
&. Auſtin from Yarro has ſhew'd : - And therefore 
tiete was ſomewhat further neceſſary-co ſatisfy 
tem, or elſe. they-muſt for ever remain unſa- ' 


2, There was nothing more defired. than- a 
Revelation, and therefore: they . were prone to 
lacken ro all pretences to it; .and: when' they 
wtceived, or were made to believe it was a 
Revelation, they were -in nothing more obſe- 
qious and pliable. So that to gain Authority 
this Laws, and to keep the People Quiet and 
Qederly,, Numa Pompilins did then CO oh 
Fl ater. 
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latter years). pretend: he had. all. by Revelun _ 


from the.Nympb Ageria. And of ſuck Abe Wigh 
city was this. pretence, that as Tlb ſaich, Tenfhi.4 
was nothing ſo abſurd which was nat maintained by [uy By: 


of the Philoſaphers ; fo [ may ſay, There was og he 
thing ſo fooliſh, or wicked, which was na a fldgi 
ingredient. in the Worſhip they. gave to their he 
Deities. Infomuch , 2s the nature of ching lies 
ſhould be perverted , Reaſon. and Humanicy ſha 
ſhould be abandoned, .and God bimlelf be made Wit 
worlſe than thoſe that Worſhipped him, ja com. ke 


pliance with their pretended. Revelations, he 


What Beaftiality and. Lewdneſs! whac” Savage fy 
and Barbarous Practices and Rites were allowed iz 
and required! The Blood of Captives., and Wk 
of their own Children, muft be a Libation; 
nay , : even. Suicide was not- only Honour: fl 
able. but a Religious Martyrdome , .if the Wab 


Oracle commanded it; and they choſe rather 


to. be unnatural to the highelt degree, than F 


not to be Obedient to Divine Revelation. Now ? 
of what anthoricy .muſt that be, which ſhould F- 


- over-rule the Laws of Nature, and ſo infatuate ſit 


Mankind, that they ſhould not be able to elpy 
the Impoſture > And what could thus impols fu 
uponthem, if chey were not ſenſible of the ins iſ 
perfect ſtate they were in, and the need as | 
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in of ſome higher Pripciple. and, greater 
Kodirer them, than thatof 'Nature > _ - 
oy ; There was no Nation withoue a Re- 
; jon-, That is, ' without, fome pretence to 
jy and which they generally youched for 
it. Rices. and, Religious Obſervances ; from 
peace ic was that there was ſcarcely a 
þe trop e of any note in the more Civilized 
& of the World that had not their Sibyls, 
has were accounted to. be the mouth of 
is God; to be ſure none in any part 'of 
be laown world without an Oracle, that 
repaired to, and whoſe Inj jundtions they 
ail Obeyed.. The uſe I gue 35g of all 
ig is.to' ſhow , what a. ſenfe Mankind had 
'ry Revelation , and what all the World 
Is-ithought,  Expedient, if 'not Neeellary, 
waic Was the thing to- be proved. ' 
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what has been. ſaid , we may ob- 


ny Whar a' Happinels: it 1s. to have a Re- 
tation, by which Mankind are: brought owt. of 
en into- a4 marvellous light; and from an 

5 and fruidleſs Enquiry, Who wall ſhew us 

n; 0d? are placed in a quiet-and full. poſ- 
ton of it. If there be no Revelation, we 
ij + aIc, 


are; as it © were, with, ut & God in in the ys" : nd iN 
ot whether chac Divine Power bo'ou Ee 
Friend or our Enemy; - or Whether ic ſhall bee £ 
erted to our Good or our Ruine. If therebelf- 
no Revelation, we are ſtill in our fins, and haveaoſff 
San&tuary againſt the accuſation of our own: po 
-bittered ena the fears of our own y 
Minds, or the Juſtice of an incenſed Deieys#! +1 
there be no Revelation, we have no bope, andiiif 
have no'icomfortin our Deach, and no affurmnceſſſ- 
of Immortaliry after ic. If there be:no Reveli 
tion, weare-in a perpetual maze, as if wewerſſ 
ar Sea without Star or Compaſs, and oy 
- what coutſe to take to gain our Harbour,” Sf 
thoughtful and penſive, ſo confounded end 
is Mankind wichout this, that-if I were to:chulef 
whether I would have no Revelation, or a'falk 
one, for the-quietiof my own mind (did'i'be 
lieve the falſe one to be true ) I would ratherfÞ 
chaſe the content of the latter, than the diftrai-Þ 
on of the former, and leave itro my own reaſon 
roretify the manifeſt miſtakes in ir, rather thafſ 
have my hovering Reaſon to be my conftantif- 
fiction underthe want of Revelation. 
4: But Bleſſed be God that there is:no cauſe forfÞ8 
ſach a ſuppoſition, and that we have all the 16 
fon i in the world to believe-there is a Reyelation; lf 
a Re- 
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 zRevelation that is ſuch-as all Mankind would 
"&fire, that touches upon all points neceſſary to 
"bir comfort. and entire fſatisfaQtion, as to the 
Nature and Will of God, the Preſent and Future 
State of Mankind , the Providence that Go- 
| yerns this World, and the Rewards of ano- 
| ther. A Revelation, where all the parts of it 
-aoree together, and bear a conformity to the 
| Narnre of things, to the Holineſs, Juſtice, and 
"Mercy of God, and to the Reaſon of Mankind ; 
where there is a_Syſtem of the beſt Principles, 
-mn#a'Scheme of the beſt Rules and Directions ; 
"nd which, likethe Book of Nature, the more 
5 viewed and conſulted, the more do the lively 
| Characters of .a Divine Hand and Wiſdom ap- 
"par inthe Compoſure. _ 
"A Charadter this is that the Book of Scripture 
 WaQly anſwers. For what holy Precepts! what 
| heavenly Promiſes ! what uſeful Examples! 
hae excellent Encouragements do the Sacred 
1 abotitid in} Such as are ſufficient tg direct 
ri every poitt of our Duty, to inform, vs in 
| trery. necefſary Truth, to eftabliſh our Hearts 
Ihevery condition of [Life, to enable; us, to, en- 
M | toner all the difficulties of it with Reſolution, 
5 "Ind to bear all the (evil of. ir with Patience. 
"| flere behotd God Reconcited to Mankind, the 
_ E trembling 
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crembling Sinner Pardoned, the Weak ſuſtain- | 
ed, the Doubtful ſatisfied, and nothing wanting I bs 
on God's part to makeus Happy, if we are no; | wi 
wanting in a fit diſpoſition of Mind to re. ſWw 
ceive it. DE: _—_ 1 

So that if there be any Revelation, it is the | 6 


Chriſtian ; iff that be not a Revelation from 
| God, there is no Revelation in the World ; And 
if thac be a Revelation, that only is fo, and there 
- can be no other. "s 
[I. Such as-the Revelation is, ſuch is the Ob- 
ligation ; the Authority it receives from God, 
the Obligation lies upon us to Obey as well az 
Believe it. The times of ignorance God winked a, 
and overlook'd; but now be commandeth all min 
every Where to repent, AQts 17. 30: He hath cm- 
manded them by a Revelation, which is of uni 
verſal .concernment, and extends its Authority 
over the World. So that a Bad man is no better 
or ſafer for a Revelation, how perfe&t ſoever it 
be, and how great ſoever the advantages of it 
are, than he that is without Revelation ; nay, 
ſo much the worſe, as the latter isa ſtate of Un- 
belief, the former of Diſobedience-; this errs 
without his. will, but the other with ic. And 
therefore if the Heathens, who had only the 
Book of Nature to read, and a blundering key 
on 
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| oa for their Guide, were yet fo far inexculable, 


was God, Rom. 2. 21. How ſhall we eſcape if we 
gle ſogreat Salvation? which at the firſt was ſpoken 
yite Lord, 


the Lord, and was confirmed by thoſe that heard him ; 
(od alſo bearing them witneſs, 8c. Hb. 2.3, 4. 
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| What remains then, but fince.the Grace of God; 
- E the Revelation of- the Goſpel, hath appeared unto 
dimen, that we be thereby taught to deny ungodli- 
 Þ fr and worldly lufts, and to live ſoberly, "ighteouſpy, 
ad godlily in this preſent world, And then. we may 
comfortably look or that bleſſed hope and the glorious 
qpearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus 


ao who gavebimſelf for. ns, that be might redeem 
164700 all miquity, and purifie unto himſelf 4 pecus 
kar people, zealous of good works, Tit. 2.11. 
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tecauſe chat, when they knew God, they glorified bim - 
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